
KS2 Key Vocabulary  
 

 

Year 3 

Basketball               Attacker / Defender 
Explore                            Triple Threat 
Apply                                Chest Pass 
Attack                              Dribbling 
Defence 
Possession 

Dodgeball                   Throwing 
Explore                         Attacker 
Apply                             Defender 
Attack                           Possession 
Defence 
Dodge 

Football                                 Goal Keeper 
Attacker                                      Attack 
Defender                                    Defence 
Transition                                    Create                                 
Turning 
Drag Ball 
 

Handball                   Attacker 
Explore                         Space 
Apply                            Defender      
Attack 
Possession 
Shoulder Pass 

Hockey                 Possession 
Apply                     Intercepting 
Attack                    Shooting 
Defence                 Barrier 
Attacker                 Space 
Defender 

 

Netball                     Chest Pass 
Explore                    Footwork 
Apply                        Defender 
Attack                        
Possession 
Attacker 

Tag Rugby                         Dodge 
Attack                                Try 
Defence                              Tagging 
Passing                                Tag 
Attacker                              Ball Carrier 
Defender                              Possession  

Cricket                     Catching 
Explore                     Outwit 
Apply                        Strike 
Attack                       Battling 
Defence                   Fielder 
Throwing                 Out 

Rounders            Stopping the ball 
Batting                The Longer Barrier 
Throwing        
Fielder 
Base/Post 
Rounder 

Tennis                        Recover 
Explore                        Rally 
Attack                          Out 
Defence                      Outwit 
Apply                          Space          
Baseline                     Return / Forehand 
            

 

Health, Wellbeing & Mindfulness  
Emotions 
Meditative 
Balance / Balanced 
Relaxation Techniques 
Deep Breathing 
Emotions 
Relaxed 
Anxious 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Symmetry & Asymmetry 
Symmetrical 
Asymmetrical 
Sequence 
Flow 
Linking 
Interesting 
Extension 
Excellent Gymnastics 

Athletics  
Tactics 
Speed 
Acceleration 
Distance 
Accuracy 
Relay 
Changeover  

Witches & Wizards 
Excellent dancers 
Expression 
Creativity 
Emotion 
Motif 
Interconnecting 
Character 

Weather  
Excellent Dancers 
Expression 
Creativity 
Emotion 
Rhythm 
Timing 
Stage Presence 
Motif 

 

 



KS2 Key Vocabulary  
 

 

Year 4 

Basketball  
Attack                             Space 
Defence                          Bounce Pass 
Attacking Tactics           Pivot 
Possession 
Marking 
 
 
 
 

Dodgeball               Aiming 
Attack                     Attacker 
Defence                 Defender 
Throwing               Dodge 
Catching                 Ducking 
Dodging                  Jumping 

Football  
Defence                  Transition 
Attacking                Turning 
Creating                  Drag Back 
Attack                      Goal Keeper 
Attacker  
Defender 

Handball  
Attack                            Transition 
Defence                         Marking 
Attacking tactics       Free Pass /Throw 
Attacker                      Shooting 
Defender                    Intercepting 

Hockey 
Attack                             Marking 
Defence                          Tackling 
Attacking Tactics           Blocking 
Attacker                          Free Hit 
Defender 
Dribbling 

 

Netball                              Chest Pass 
 Apply                                Footwork 
Defence 
Attacking Tactics 
Attacker  
Defender 
Possession 
 

Tag Rugby                     Forward Pass  
 Attack                           Offside 
Defence                         Attacker 
Defender 
Create Space 
Tagging 
Space 
 

Cricket                                 Bye 
 Tactics 
Bowling 
Run Out 
Wicket-Keeper 
No Ball 
Wide 
 

Rounder’s                 Bowling 
Attack                         Catching 
Defence                      ½ Rounder 
Throwing                     
Stopping the ball 
Batting 
Tactics 
 

Tennis                               Power 
 Develop                           Baseline 
Apply                                Forehand 
Ability                                Backhand 
Create                               Rally 
Outwit                              Out 
Space                              Accuracy 
 

 

Health, Wellbeing & Mindfulness 
Emotions     Relaxation Techniques 
Balance      Meditative Balance 
Mime 
Deep Breathing 
Relaxed 
Expression 
Relaxation Techniques 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridges                             Flow 
 Bridge 
Sequence 
Excellent Gymnastics 
Extension 
Control 
Interesting 
Levels 
 

Athletics                  Distance 
Sprinting                  Pace 
Technique                Power 
Compare                  Stride Patterns 
Compare                  Speed 
Javelins 
Triple Jump 
Tactics 

Cats                      Choreography 
Unison                   Character 
Matching               Flow 
Emotion                 Motif 
Interacting Movements 
Excellent Dancers 
Expression 
Creativity 

Space                     Choreography 
 Unison                   Character 
Matching               Flow 
Emotion                 Motif 
Interacting Movements 
Excellent Dancers 
Expression 
Creativity 
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Year 5 

Basketball  
Apply                       Double Dribble 
Tactics 
Transition 
Marking 
Rebound 
Travelling 
 

Dodgeball                  Tactics 
Attack                         Transition 
Defence                      Accuracy 
Throwing                    Power 
Catching                     Dodge 
Dodging                     Blocking 
Eliminated 

Football                       shadowing 
Apply                            Tracking Back 
Create 
Tactics 
Marking 
Pressure 
Tackle 
 

Handball             Shoulder Pass 
Create Attacks 
Tactics 
Transition 
Man-to-Man Marking 
Goal Side 
Bounce Pass 

Hockey 
Officiating 
Tactics 
Marking 
Attack 
Counter Attack 
Man-to-Man Marking 
Goal Side  

 

Netball                 Shoulder Pass 
Challenge 
Apply 
Create Attacks 
Tactics 
Transition 
Possession 
Marking 
 

Tag Rugby                  Miss Pass 
Passing 
Moving 
Tactics 
Transition 
Outwit 
Offside 
Loop Pass 
 

Cricket  
Tactics 
Bowling 
Run Out 
Wicket-Keeper 
No Ball 
Wide 
Bye 

Rounders 
 Tactics 
Players                      Out 
Fielder 
Bowling 
Batter 
Batting and Bowling Square 
No Ball 

Tennis /  Badminton  
Challenge Pupils          Serve 
Tactics                           Forehand 
Outwit                           Backhand 
Space                             Doubles 
Accuracy                      Serve 
Forehand                     Volley 
Backhand 
 

 

 Health Related Exercise 
Strength 
Flexibility 
Cardiovascular 
Fitness 
Circuits 
Assessment 
Test 
 
 

Counter Balance & Counter Tension  
Excellent Gymnastics 
Interesting 
Flow 
Levels 
Counter Balance 
Counter Tension 
Unison 
Canon 

Athletics  
Sprint                  Personal Best 
Shotput               Lap 
 Hurdle     
Tactics 
Speed 
Distance 
Evaluation 
Changeover 

Greeks 
Excellent Dancers      Control 
Expression 
Creativity 
Emotion 
Motif 
Compositional 
Improvisation 
Choreograph 

The Circus  
Clear Movements 
Expression 
Excellent Dancers 
Creativity 
Emotion 
Motif 
Character 
Unison 
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Year 6 

Basketball  
Decision Making       High Press 
Defending                Backcourt Violation 
Possession       Man-to Man Marking 
Tactics 
Transition 
Counter Attack 
 
 

Dodgeball  
Attacking 
Defending 
Tactics 
Transition 
Referee 
Back/End Line 
Centre Line 
Retrievers 

Football                  Transition 
Consistently            Counter Attack 
Attacking                 Referee 
Decision Making    Through Ball 
Defending            Man-to-Man Marking 
Possession 
Tactics 

Handball             Man-to-Man Marking 
Create Attacks    Zonal Marking 
Tactics 
Decision Making 
Transition 
Counter Attack 
High Press 
Formations 

Hockey  
Consistently                Free Hit 
Attacking Skills 
Possession 
Defending 
Counter Attack 
Tactics 
Attack / Defend 

 

Netball                 Shoulder Pass 
Challenge             Umpire 
Apply                     Netball Positions 
Create Attacks 
Tactics 
Transition 
Possession 
Marking 
 
 
 

Tag Rugby                  Miss Pass 
Passing                        Knock On 
Moving                       Advantage 
Tactics 
Transition 
Outwit 
Offside 
Loop Pass 
 

Cricket                   Four Runs 
Tactics                    Six Runs 
Bowling                  Over 
Run Out                 Boundary  
Wicket-Keeper     Umpire 
No Ball 
Wide 
Bye 

Rounders        Outfielder 
Tactics              Umpire   
Players              Out 
Fielder              Run out 
Bowling 
Batter 
Batting and Bowling Square 
No Ball 

Tennis / Badminton 
Challenge Pupils          Serve 
Tactics                           Forehand 
Outwit                           Backhand 
Space                             Doubles 
Accuracy                      Serve 
Forehand                     Volley 
Backhand 
 

 

Matching & Mirroring  
Matching                         Canon 
Mirroring 
Sequence 
Levels 
Flow 
Excellent Gymnastics 
Unison 

Athletics                 False Start 
 Competition           Events 
Tactics 
Teamwork 
Speed 
Distance 
Evaluation 

Carnival                Stimulus 
 Control                 Choreography 
Rhythm          
Excellent Dancers 
Expression 
Creativity 
Emotion 

Titanic                   Stimulus 
 Control                 Choreography 
Rhythm                  Motif 
Excellent Dancers 
Expression 
Creativity 
Emotion 

Health Related Exercise 
Strength 
Flexibility 
Cardiovascular 
Fitness 
Circuits 
Assessment 
Test 
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