
KS2 Literacy Evening



Priorities – what are we trying to achieve? 

• Instil a love of reading in all children at St Polycarp’s.

• Develop a positive reading culture; focus on reading as 

an enjoyable experience rather than just developing the 
skills of reading.

• To promote confidence in both fluency and 

comprehension.

• Children need to not only be fluent readers but must 

understand what it is that they are reading.

• Develop vocabulary and language.

• Oracy – spoken language and communication.

• Equipping children with the skills they need for the wider 

world.



How do we keep children engaged so 

they become readers for life?

• Promoting reading for pleasure.

• Engaging hooks into whole class texts.

• Class libraries.

• Whole school library – weekly visits.

• Wide range of texts – award winning, current, high-quality texts.

• Variety of fiction/non-fiction/diverse/varying levels of challenge.

• Throughout the year, some of our children work with our Therapy dog – 

Rosie - from Read2dogs.



Reading for pleasure

• Paired reading

• Phase reading

• Book swap

• World Book Week

• ‘What we are reading’ posters

• Author visits

• Range of texts available

• Library visits

• Clubs 

• Engaging book corners

• Opportunities to read aloud 

• Story time/listening to stories



Book Corners



How we teach reading in KS2                  

(in a nutshell)…

• Master Reader Programme.

• Begins in Year 2 and continues through to 

Year 6.

• Every day - 30-minute session.

• Teaching a variety of comprehension skills 

and domains.

• Opportunities to discuss as a class.

• Reading aloud to practice fluency.

• Teachers model reading aloud.

• Repetitive structure – children know 

what to expect.

• Exposure to more sophisticated 

vocabulary and language.

• Explicit teaching of vocabulary. 



Master Reader

 Monday – reading aloud, explicit teaching of vocabulary and discussion of text

 Tuesday – Book Club – focus on key comprehension skill/domain

 Wednesday – guided/modelled practice of how to answer questions about the text

 Thursday – independent practice 

 Friday – addressing misconceptions and reviewing key vocabulary from the week’s learning.



How do we support those who find 

reading challenging?

• Literacy pre-teaching.

• Nessy – reading and spelling.

• Literacy for All.

• Read, Write, Inc.

• Therapy dog.

• Provide a wide range of texts for children to choose from.

• Celebrate achievements.

• Encourage and empower. 



What can you do to help?    10 top tips…

1. Encourage your child to read

Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, 
develops imagination and has educational 
benefits too. Just a few minutes a day can 
have a big impact on children of all ages.



2. Read aloud regularly

Try to read to your child every day. It’s a 
special time to snuggle up and enjoy a 
story. Stories matter and children love re-
reading them and poring over the pictures. 
Try adding funny voices to bring characters 
to life.



3. Encourage reading choice

Give children lots of opportunities to read different 
things in their own time - it doesn’t just have to be 
books. There’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, 
magazines, recipes and much more. Try leaving 
interesting reading material in different places 
around the home and see who picks it up.



4. Read together

Choose a favourite time to read together as a 
family and enjoy it. This might be everyone 
reading the same book together, reading 
different things at the same time, or getting your 
children to read to each other. This time spent 
reading together can be relaxing for all.



5. Create a comfortable environment

Make a calm, comfortable place for your family 
to relax and read independently - or together.



6. Make use of your local library

Visit them when you’re able to and explore all 
sorts of reading ideas. Local libraries also offer 
brilliant online materials, including audiobooks and 
ebooks to borrow. 

See Libraries Connected for more digital library 
services and resources.

https://www.librariesconnected.org.uk/page/librariesfromhome


7. Talk about books

This is a great way to make connections, develop 
understanding and make reading even more enjoyable. 
Start by discussing the front cover and talking about 
what it reveals and suggests the book could be about. 
Then talk about what you’ve been reading and share 
ideas. You could discuss something that happened that 
surprised you, or something new that you found out. 
You could talk about how the book makes you feel and 
whether it reminds you of anything.



8. Bring reading to life

You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. 
Would you recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play 
a game where you pretend to be the characters in a 
book, or discuss an interesting article you’ve read.



9. Make reading active

Play games that involve making connections between 
pictures, objects and words, such as reading about an 
object and finding similar things in your home. You 
could organise treasure hunts related to what you’re 
reading. Try creating your child’s very own book by 
using photos from your day and adding captions.



You know your child best and you’ll know the best 
times for your child to read. If they have special 
educational needs and disabilities (SEND) then 
short, creative activities may be the way to get 
them most interested. If English is an additional 
language, encourage reading in a child’s first 
language, as well as in English. What matters most 
is that they enjoy it.

10. Engage your child in reading in a way 
that suits them



What is the impact?



How is reading assessed at the end 

of Key Stage 2?

Year 6 SATS Reading Comprehension paper 



How we teach writing in KS2

• Units of work linked to whole 

class core texts.

• A range of writing genres.

• A range of purposes – to inform, 

to entertain, to persuade.

• Narratives, newspaper articles, 
poems, letters, diary entries, 

recounts, setting descriptions, 

speeches.



How is writing assessed at the end 

of Key Stage 2?

Teacher assessment and external moderation



How is writing assessed at the end 

of Key Stage 2?

Teacher assessment and external moderation


	Slide 1: KS2 Literacy Evening
	Slide 2: Priorities – what are we trying to achieve? 
	Slide 3: How do we keep children engaged so they become readers for life?
	Slide 4: Reading for pleasure
	Slide 5: Book Corners
	Slide 6: How we teach reading in KS2                  (in a nutshell)…
	Slide 7: Master Reader 
	Slide 8: How do we support those who find reading challenging?
	Slide 9: What can you do to help?    10 top tips…
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: What is the impact?
	Slide 20: How is reading assessed at the end of Key Stage 2?
	Slide 21: How we teach writing in KS2
	Slide 22: How is writing assessed at the end of Key Stage 2?
	Slide 23: How is writing assessed at the end of Key Stage 2?

